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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Kasey Christie, Reg. # 40,559 on 9/26/2007. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Amend the claims as follows: 

1. A computer-implemented method for hashing a body of text, the method 
comprising: 

obtaining a body of text containing textual content in a computer-readable 
format, wherein the textual content of the obtained computer-readable formatted body 
of text is mutable via software tools for manipulation of textual content of bodies of 
text; 

filtering the textual content of the body of text to remove elements of the textual 
content, wherein the filtering act produces filtered subtext, which is a subset of the 
textual content of the body of text; 
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formatting the filtered subtext into a defined image-based format, wherein the 
textual content of the defined image-based formatted filtered subtext is immutable via 
software tools for manipulation of the textual content of bodies of text; 

deriving a hash value representative of the textual content of the filtered 
subtext, perceptually distinct filtered subtexts having hash values that are substantially 
independent of each other, wherein the deriving comprises hashing the image-based 
formatted, filtered subtext resulting from the formatting, 
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wherein the filtering further comprises removing superfluous elements from the 
textual content, thereby leaving a remaining textual content and re-arranging the 
remaining textual content into a canonical format. 

2. A method as recited in claim 0, wherein perceptually distinct image-based 
formatted, filtered subtexts have hash values that are independent of each other. 

3. A method as recited in claim 0 further comprising comparing hash values of two 
image-based formatted, filtered subtexts to determine if such values match. 

4. A method as recited in claim 0 further comprising comparing hash values of two 
image-based formatted, filtered subtexts to determine if such values substantially 
match. 

5. A method as recited in claim 4 further comprising indicating whether such values 
substantially match. 

6. A computer comprising one or more computer-readable media hav i ng embedded 
with computer-executable instructions that, when executed by the computer, perform 
the method as recited in claim 0. 



7. A computer-readable medium having embedded with computer-executable 
instructions that, when executed by a computer, performs the method as recited in 
claim 3. 
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8-14. (Canceled) 

15. A computer-implemented method for hashing a body of text, the method 
comprising: 

obtaining a body of text containing textual content in a computer-readable 
format; 

filtering the textual content of the body of text to remove elements of the textual 
content, wherein the filtering act produces filtered subtext, which is a subset of the 
textual content of the body of text; 

formatting the filtered subtext into a defined image-based format, wherein the 
textual content of the defined image-based formatted filtered subtext is immutable via 
software tools for manipulation of textual content of bodies of text; 

deriving a hash value representative of the filtered subtext, perceptually similar 
filtered subtexts having proximally similar hash values, wherein the deriving comprises 
hashing the image-based formatted, filtered subtext resulting from the formatting, 

wherein the filtering further comprises removing superfluous elements from the 
textual content, thereby leaving a remaining textual content and re-arranging the 
remaining textual content into a canonical format. 

16. A method as recited in claim 0 further comprising comparing hash value of an 
image-based formatted, filtered subtext to determine if such value is proximally near 
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hash values of a group of image-based formatted, filtered subtexts having proximally 
clustered hash values. 

17. A method as recited in claim 16 further comprising grouping the image-based 
formatted, filtered subtext with the group of image-based formatted, filtered subtexts if 
the hash value of such subtext is proximally near the values of the group. 

18. A computer comprising one or more computer-readable media hov i ng embedded 
with computer-executable instructions that, when executed by the computer, perform 
the method as recited in claim 16. 

19. A computer-readable medium hoving embedded with computer-executable 
instructions that, when executed by a computer, performs the method as recited in 
claim 16. 

20-63. (Canceled) 

64. A computer-readable medium embedded with computer-executable instructions 
that, when executed by a computer, performs the method comprising: 

obtaining a body of text containing textual content in a computer-readable 
format, wherein the textual content of the obtained computer-readable formatted body 
of text is mutable via software tools for manipulation of textual content of bodies of 
text; 
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filtering the textual content of the body of text to remove elements of the textual 
content, wherein the filtering act produces filtered subtext, which is a subset of the 
textual content of the body of text; 

formatting the filtered subtext into a defined image-based format, wherein the 
textual content of the defined image-based formatted filtered subtext is immutable via 
software tools for manipulation of the textual content of bodies of text; 

deriving a hash value representative of the textual content of the filtered 
subtext, perceptually distinct filtered subtexts having hash values that are substantially 
independent of each other, wherein the deriving comprises hashing the image-based 
formatted, filtered subtext resulting from the formatting, 

wherein the filtering further comprises removing superfluous elements from the 
textual content, thereby leaving a remaining textual content and re-arranging the 
remaining textual content into a canonical format. 

65. A computer-readable medium embedded with computer-executable instructions 
that, when executed by a computer, performs the method comprising: 
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obtaining a body of text containing textual content in a computer-readable 
format, wherein the textual content of the obtained computer-readable formatted body 
of text is mutable via software tools for manipulation of textual content of bodies of 
text; 

filtering the textual content of the body of text to remove elements of the textual 
content, wherein the filtering act produces filtered subtext, which is a subset of the 
textual content of the body of text; 

formatting the filtered subtext into a defined image-based format, wherein the 
textual content of the defined image-based formatted filtered subtext is immutable via 
software tools for manipulation of textual content of bodies of text; 

deriving a hash value representative of the filtered subtext, perceptually similar 
filtered subtexts having proximally similar hash values, wherein the deriving comprises 
hashing the image-based formatted, filtered subtext resulting from the formatting, 

wherein the filtering further comprises removing superfluous elements from the 
textual content, thereby leaving a remaining textual content and re-arranging the 
remaining textual content into a canonical format. 



66. (Canceled) 
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67. A method as recited in claim 4 further comprising indicating suspicion of plagiarism 
between the two filtered subtexts when the compared hash values of the two image- 
based formatted, filtered subtexts substantially match. 

68. A method as recited in claim 0, wherein, before formatting, the textual content of 
the body of text comprises multiple words and sentences. 

69. A method as recited in claim 0, wherein, before formatting, the textual content of 
the body of text comprises multiple words and sentences and the derived hash value is 
representative of the textual content of the body of text. 

70. A method as recited in claim 0, wherein, before formatting, the textual content of 
the body of text comprises multiple words and sentences. 

71. A method as recited in claim 0, wherein, before formatting, the textual content of 
the body of text comprises multiple words and sentences and the derived hash value is 
representative of the textual content of the body of text. 



72. (Canceled) 



Application/Control Number: 09/843,255 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2624 

73. A computer-implemented method for hashing a body of text, the method 
comprising: 

obtaining a body of text containing textual content in a computer-readable 
format, wherein the textual content of the obtained computer-readable formatted body 
of text is mutable via software tools for manipulation of textual content of bodies of 
text; 

filtering the textual content of the body of text to remove elements of the textual 
content, wherein the filtering act produces filtered subtext, which is a subset of the 
textual content of the body of text; 

formatting the filtered subtext into a defined image-based format, wherein the 
textual content of the defined image-based formatted filtered subtext is immutable via 
software tools for manipulation of the textual content of bodies of text; 

deriving a hash value representative of the textual content of the filtered 
subtext, perceptually distinct filtered subtexts having hash values that are substantially 
independent of each other, wherein the deriving comprises hashing the image-based 
formatted, filtered subtext resulting from the formatting, 

wherein the filtering further comprises pseudo-randomly extracting elements of 
textual content for inclusion in the filtered subset, wherein the pseudo-random 
extraction is based, at least in part, upon a cryptographic key. 



74. (Canceled) 
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75. A computer-implemented method for hashing a body of text, the method 
comprising: 

obtaining a body of text containing textual content in a computer-readable 
format; 

filtering the textual content of the body of text to remove elements of the textual 
content, wherein the filtering act produces filtered subtext, which is a subset of the 
textual content of the body of text; 

formatting the filtered subtext into a defined image-based format, wherein the 
textual content of the defined image-based formatted filtered subtext is immutable via 
software tools for manipulation of textual content of bodies of text; 

deriving a hash value representative of the filtered subtext, perceptually similar 
filtered subtexts having proximally similar hash values, wherein the deriving comprises 
hashing the image-based formatted, filtered subtext resulting from the formatting, 

wherein the filtering further comprises pseudo-randomly extracting elements of 
textual content for inclusion in the filtered subset, wherein the pseudo-random 
extraction is based, at least in part, upon a cryptographic key. 

76. A computer-readable medium embedded with computer-executable instructions 
that, when executed by a computer, performs the method comprising: 
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obtaining a body of text containing textual content in a computer-readable format, 
wherein the textual content of the obtained computer-readable formatted body of text 
is mutable via software tools for manipulation of textual content of bodies of text; 
filtering the textual content of the body of text to remove elements of the textual 
content, wherein the filtering act produces filtered subtext, which is a subset of the 
textual content of the body of text; 

formatting the filtered subtext into a defined image-based format, wherein the textual 
content of the defined image-based formatted filtered subtext is immutable via software 
tools for manipulation of the textual content of bodies of text; 
deriving a hash value representative of the textual content of the filtered subtext, 
perceptually distinct filtered subtexts having hash values that are substantially 
independent of each other, wherein the deriving comprises hashing the image-based 
formatted, filtered subtext resulting from the formatting, 
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wherein the filtering further comprises pseudo-random ly extracting elements of 
textual content for inclusion in the filtered subset, wherein the pseudo-random 
extraction is based, at least in part, upon a cryptographic key. 

77. A computer-readable medium embedded with computer-executable instructions 
that, when executed by a computer, performs the method comprising: 

obtaining a body of text containing textual content in a computer-readable 
format, wherein the textual content of the obtained computer-readable formatted body 
of text is mutable via software tools for manipulation of textual content of bodies of 
text; 

filtering the textual content of the body of text to remove elements of the textual 
content, wherein the filtering act produces filtered subtext, which is a subset of the 
textual content of the body of text; 

formatting the filtered subtext into a defined image-based format, wherein the 
textual content of the defined image-based formatted filtered subtext is immutable via 
software tools for manipulation of textual content of bodies of text; 

deriving a hash value representative of the filtered subtext, perceptually similar 
filtered subtexts having proximally similar hash values, wherein the deriving comprises 
hashing the image-based formatted, filtered subtext resulting from the formatting, 
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wherein the filtering further comprises pseudo-randomly extracting elements of 
textual content for inclusion in the filtered subset, wherein the pseudo-random 
extraction is based, at least in part, upon a cryptographic key. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-7, 15-19, 64-65, 67-71, 73, and 75-77 (renumbered as 1-22) are 
allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: claims 1,15, 
64, and 65, are allowed because the prior art fail to disclose, teach or suggest a method 
of hashing that includes formatting the filtered subtext into a defined image-based 
format, wherein the textual content of the defined image-based formatted filtered 
subtext is immutable via software tools for manipulation of textual content of bodies of 
text, deriving a hash value representative of the filtered subtext, perceptually similar 
filtered subtexts having proximally similar hash values, wherein the deriving comprises 
hashing the image-based formatted, filtered subtext resulting from the formatting, 
wherein the filtering further comprises removing superfluous elements from the textual 
content, thereby leaving a remaining textual content and re-arranging the remaining 
textual content into a canonical format, in combination of other limitations as claimed. 

Claims 73, and 75-77 are allowed because the prior art fail to disclose, teach or 
suggest a method of hashing that includes formatting the filtered subtext into a defined 
image-based format, wherein the textual content of the defined image-based formatted 
filtered subtext is immutable via software tools for manipulation of textual content of 
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bodies of text, deriving a hash value representative of the filtered subtext, perceptually 
similar filtered subtexts having proximally similar hash values, wherein the deriving 
comprises hashing the image-based formatted, filtered subtext resulting from the 
formatting, wherein the filtering further comprises pseudo-randomly extracting 
elements of textual content for inclusion in the filtered subset, wherein the pseudo- 
random extraction is based, at least in part, upon a cryptographic key, in combination 
with the other limitations as claimed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vikkram Bali whose telephone number is 571.272.7415. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 AM - 3:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eileen Lillis can be reached on 571.272.6928. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. * 
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